Herpesvirus infections in seals: a summary of present knowledge.
This review summarises the occurrence of herpesvirus infections in pinnipeds and data from investigations carried out by the authors. These data demonstrate that herpesvirus isolates collected from harbour seals (Phoca vitulina Linnaeus, 1758) during the 1988 seal epidemic were almost indistinguishable from feline herpesvirus 1 and that Antarctic Weddell's seals (Leptonychotes weddelli Lesson, 1826) carry antibodies against seal herpesvirus from the north-western Europe seal epidemic. The significance of herpesvirus infections in seals is discussed.